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Simulations in Dermatology: Selected Problems 
in Patient Management, David L. Ramsay, 
M.D., M.Ed. , and Lawrence Solomon, M.D. , 
F.R.C.P.(C). Appleto n- Century- Crofts, New 
York, 1974. (203 pp, $18.50) 
You probably haven't seen a book like t his 
before. It's the first of its kind in Dermatology. 
There is no way to sk im it. You can's even read it ; 
you have to think it. Its uniqueness lies in forcing 
you to exercise your clinical judgment and prob -
lem-solving sk ill just as you do in d aily practice . 
The book contains twelve " patient-management 
problems" which t he reader "solves" by using a 
special marking pen provided with the book. De-
pending on what information you seek, eit her 
clinical or laboratory, and what you choose to do 
for workup or t herapy, you r own choices lead to 
sequential decision-making steps t hat are as chal-
lenging and vexing as real life. The twelve patients 
present relatively complex problems with a strong 
flavor of internal as well as external medicine . 
You will need about 30 minutes to manage each 
case and t hen study the au thors' comments about 
t he workup and treatment of such a case. If you 
want to seek out an occas ional one of t heir few 
well-chosen references, you will profit by t hat, too. 
Much of the learning and interest comes in locking 
wits with th e authors when they finally reveal to 
you the code for each problem and their personal 
op inion of what options and interventions should 
have been made. If you disagree, fine, but you 'll 
feel forced to t hink about your own clinica l behav-
ior and justify to yourse lf the variation between 
your ap'proach and th at of t he authors. 
You will likely choose some other opt ions t han 
those you would really take in your practice, just to 
see how t he authors play th eir game with the 
reader. You may also "order" more laboratory 
work than you would in real life. But t he game 
itself is in terest ing and prov ides much to learn. 
Drs. Ramsay and Solomon bring us not on ly good 
solid dermatology but great sk ill in t he construc-
tion of this type of learning device. They permit 
you to take false paths and to place yourself and 
your patient in much trouble- a humbling and in-
structive experience, but much better that it 
occur in a s imulation. 
The color reproductions of clinical photographs 
are less than optimal, but detract only slight ly 
from the fun and the challenge. In fact , you may 
learn even more because t he imperfections in the 
photographs make you more dependent upon fol-
lowing through with the pencil-and-paper aspects 
of the problem. 
I recom mend this book high ly. Although it could 
serve some educational needs of medical students 
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and internists, it has been developed with derma-
tologic residents and practitioners clearly as the 
target a udience. S ince certify ing boards and licens-
ing authorit ies are t urning increasingly to t h is 
format for assessing clinical knowledge and skills 
it's appropriate that we a ll acquaint ourselves with 
t he format and grow comfortable with it. The 
method and logic are easi ly grasped. After that, it's 
a matter of self- assessment , making progress 
through simulation of experience, and learning at 
the hands of t hese good teachers. Buy this book. 
Work a problem a day and you ' ll be ahead. So will 
your patients. 
Richard M. Caplan , M.D. 
Iowa City , Iowa 
The Diagnosis an<J Treatment of Fungal Infec-
tions, Harry M. Robinson , Jr., M .D. FACP 
(ed.). Charles C Thomas, Spr ingfield, Illinois. 
1974. (560 pp) 
This book is t he outgrowth of presentations at 
the symposia on Diagnosis and Treatment of 
Fungal Infections held during the annual Ameri, 
can Academy of Dermatology meetings in recent 
years. The volume is divided into s ix parts. Part 
One, which const itutes approx imately one-h a lf of 
the book, deals with clinical mycology and include 
a delightful chapter on the history of t inea ver, 
s icolor in the latter part of the nineteenth cen tury. 
Part Two, composed of two chapters, discusses the 
histopathology of fungal diseases. Part Three is 
devoted to therapy, with particular emphasis on 
tolnaftate and griseoful vin. Part Four is somewhat 
arbi trarily designated as Microbiology and Immu, 
nology a lt hough two of the four chapters offet 
predominantly clinical information. Part Five 
deals with laboratory diagnostic stud ies and in. 
c1udes a chapter on skin testing in systemic my, 
coses. Part S ix bears the head ing Experiment'al 
Studies and includes a prophetic chapter on di ag, 
nostic techniques of t he future. A number of 
black-and-white photographs and four plates in 
co lor enr ich t he volume. Their quali ty ranges from 
fair to excellent. All but two chapters have a more 
or less extensive list of references, t he most recent 
one dated 1972, and some chapters are provided 
with a summary. There is an adequate index. 
This volume suffers from the aff1iction com. 
monly found in multiauthored books in t hat there 
is much redundancy and unevenness in t he presen, 
tation of material, chapters ranging from the 
excellent, some with interesting original t hought , 
to the insipid. Editing is likewise spotty as attested 
by thirty printing errors in t he index section alone. 
The physical qualities of the book are good. 
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